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courts of seven persons might be formed for the
trial of pirates at any place at sea or upon land,
in any of Ms Majesty's islands, plantations, colonies,
dominions, forts, or factories.    It was necessary
that at least one of the seven should be the chief
of an English factory, the governor or a member
of council in a plantation or colony, or the com-
mander   of  a   King's   ship.     These  courts   had
powers of capital punishment, and also had power
to treat all persons who gave assistance or coun-
tenance to pirates as accessories, and liable to the
same  punishments as  pirates.    The Act  was  to
be in force for seven years only.    In 1706 it was
renewed for seven'years, and in  1714 again for
five years.

The amnesty granted to some pirates, the
hanging of others,* and the new Act of Parlia-
ment, caused a great abatement of the evil. The
Madagascar settlements still flourished, but for
a time European trade was free from attack.
Littleton's squadron had gone home., and was

* Twenty were condemned and hung In one batch, in June, 1700;
one of the Mocha mutineers among them. This was probably
Guillam, to whom Kidd had given a passage to America from
Madagascar, and was supposed to have been the man who stabbed
Captain Edgecombe.